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THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF
THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPIONAGE LAWS, TITLE 18,
U.S.C., SECTIONS 793 AND 794. ThE TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF
ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY
LAW.

NOTICE: When government or other drawings, specifications or other
data are used for any purpose other than in connection with a defi-
nitely related government procurement operation, the U. S. Government
thereby incurs no responsibility, nor any obligation whatsoever; and
the fact that the Government may havc formulated, furnished, or in any
way supplied the said drawings, specifications, or other data is not
to be regarded by implication or otherwise as in any manner licensing
the holder or any other person or corporation, or conveying any rights
or permission to manufacture, use or sell any patented invention that
may in any way be related thereto.



CONFIDENTIAL
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

OFFICE OF THE ADJUTANT GENERAL
WASH INGTON. D.C.JIf

IN REPLYREINr~mT0, l• /.•..

AGDA (M) (12 Aug 70) FOR OT-UT-7a20A 20 Au P ),70l

0 ~~Batta-lioi2t Artillery1  ~ A ' i

SSEE DISTRIBUTI6N . t, tiI

1. Subject report is forwarded for review and evaluation in accorddnctý
with paragraph 4b, AR 525-15. Information of actions initiated as a
result of subject report should be forwarded to ACSFOR OT UT wIL1hri 90

days of receipt of covering letter.

2. Information contained in this report is provided to insure appropriaLe
>- benefits in the future from lessons learned during current operations ar,-d
Q may be adapted for use in developing training material.

C 'BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE. ARMY: ----- '
-. - t- t i '.. .lii: :. ># t.

LL.-

C"- I Inci KENNETH G. WICKHAM

ds Major General, USA
RI BUTION: The Adjutant General

C~ommanding Generals
US Continental Army Command
US Army Combat Developments Commuand.-.

Commandants .t _

US Army War College
US Army Comnand and General Staff College
US Army Armor School
US Army Engineer School
US Army Field Artillery Sahool
US Army Infantry School

Copies furnished:
Office, Chief of Staff, US Army
Deputy Chiefs of Staff
Chief of Re'search and Development
Assistant Chiefs of Staff
Chief of Engineers Regraded unclassified when separated

from classified inclosure.
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DISTRIBUTION (Cont 'd)
OSD(SA) Assistant for Southeast Asia Forces
Office, of the Director of Defense Research,& Engineering
Office of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Commanding General, III Corps, ATTN: Project MASSTER
Commandant of the Marine Corps
Defense Documentation Center
USAF Project RAND
Commanding Officers

US Army Limited War Laboratory
US Army Logistics, Doctrine Systems & Readiness Agency
US Army Mobility Equipment Research & Development Center
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CONFIDENTIAL

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
HEADQUARTERS, 5TH BATTALION 27TH ARTILLERY

APO San Francisco 96321

AVFA-ATS-C 30 April 1970

SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lessons L-arnad-5th Battalion, 27th

Artillery, Period Ending 30 April 1970, RcS.-CSFOR-65 (R2) (U)

SEL DISTRIBUTION

1. (W) Operations: Significant Activities

a. General:

(i) The battalion's mission daring the period was general support

of Unitud States, Republic of Vietmann Armed Forces and Free World Military

Armed Forces in the Task Forci. South arca of operations. The battalion

w;s attached to I Field Forct Provisional Artillery Group for the entir.;
reporting period.

(2) This hcudqt1..rttr-L imintaino li-Lison elements 1iith Ninh Thuan
and Binh Thimn Provinccs, 2nd Squadron 1st Cavalry and the 44th ARVN
Infantry Regimrnt at Song Yao und the 1st Battalion (Mech), 50th Infantry
-t Phan Thiet. TAC CP's are maintained in Phan Rang and Phan Thiet for
command and control of thre- assigned battoriesp Battery A, 4th Battalion
60th Artillery (4-M42, 2-M55), 8th Datt lion, 26th Artillery (2-23" S/L,
1-30" S/L). The TAC CP at Phan Thiet also provides fire support coordin-
attion for southorn Binh Thuan Provinc; to include ARVN Artillcry.

b. Opcrations:

(I) The mission of Task Force South remains unchanged. Its
firces are comprised of the 2nd Squadron, 1ýt Cavalry; 1st Battalion
(Much), 50th Infantry and Company C, 75th Infantry (Ranger) in coordiri-

-ion with the 23rd ;,RVN Division (Light) which is comprised of the 44th
.. d 53rd ARVN Infanitry Regiments. Durinýw the reporting period this
.ttalion supported combat operations which ir volved 11 tactical artillery

-uVwS, 4 of which wcrc by air. There arc 63 Regional Force companies
.d 177 Popular Force platoons within our rŽrt,-: of operations. On 1

r,.braary this bnttalion lost control of battery C, 5th Battalion, 22nd

1'rtillery to its p-rent unit and Battery B, 3rd Battalion, 6th Artillery
(Sr) departed en 19 February 1970 for furth!._r deactiv-tion by its

r-rnt unit. I.t thu closc of the reporting puriod, firing elenmnts

-OWfGRAM AT _!.A INTMRVALS;

Inclosure 1 P SER 5200.10
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SUBJECT: Operational Report - Lssons Learnt d

controlled by this unit wcre loc.tcd acz follows:

!./5/27 AN 786067

B/5/27(-) (-'..Hov) A14 817162

13/5/27 (1-.HOW) AN 849242

C/5/27(-) (4Hov) BN 522483

C/5/27(PLT) (2-Hov) BN 268458

(2) Total missions fired by type:

Confirmed 172

icquircd 2,,270

Counterbattery 98

Preparation 55

Interdiction 143

Special Purpose 609

Others 19

Total hiissions Fired 3,366

Tot..l Rounds Fired 24,200

Results

KIA (BC) 15 Bunkers Dmaged 2
KIA (EST) 2 Se:condary Explosions 2
Bunkers Destroyed 4 Captured I(AK47)

Aircraft Utilisation

Hours 480 233 243 3 959

C. Missijr Related Activities:

(I) This unit is converting over t,. thL H102 howitz,-r. To r-t,

INCL 2
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~~~~.ýi ;,~i m~U~~ euort -LcýL; 0n L. rncd

-':ttcrics .u nd 23 have completed the turn over and &.ttery. C is in th-.
transi tion.

2. (C) Lessons Learned: Commnanders observations$ evaluations and
Re cow.mendations.

a. Personnels No=S

b. Intelligencet

(1) Observations There exists a criticals.) hortage of officer
forward observers in proportion to supported maneuver forces.

Evaluation: This can be offcoet for the most part by
substitution with well trained and highly motivated enlisted personnel.
Polwevur, in manry cases these personnel cannot give the advice on
2irt.illi,7ry employmnent that a better trained officer can and con.qpquently
aýdvice of the enlisted observer is frequently not requested by the
company corrn-nder.

Reccnnendation: Recognizing the fact that the officer
fo.rward obscrvcr situation will more than likely not improve, the
battery commander can enhance his enlisted forward observers kn~owledge
-.nd effectiveness by frequent field visits from himself and his officers
t,) help bridge any existing gaps. Once an observer wins the confidenc
,--f his company coimmander the artillery a effoctiveness increases and
its 'use in a direct support rolo is furthered.

(2) Observation: In most cases artillery units now largely
rrovide fo)r their own security.

Evaluation: With the many types of mechanical dctcction
-.rnd obscrvation dcvices available to manouver units the overall fire
bise defense can bc incrensedgreatly by the use of these devices if they
can be obtained rirearcdily and emiployed at batta.Uan level. With
thu; absence of separate r.ineuver forces prov4icng secui-ity the artillery
fire base presents a most lucrative target for a ground att'ack. It
is irmerietivc that an enem~y be detected as early as possible to prevent
nonetration of its perimeter.

Rccommendation: That all artillery battalions be authorized
ý;ircct nae-cuss to noceharncal detection devices. This program would
L- rDidtor'.-ii~reetly by the S2 in conjunction with the fire base
c x =-an d cr s

c. Opcratiols;

(1) ObsL~rvratiun: Much time, is lost between locating enoemy
ro sitl~n by s,. Phitieatcd detection equipme-nt and its subsequent
fxransmittal to artillery units capable .,f engaging these targets.

IN CL 3
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SUBJECT: Orpr tti r... At ý. rt - L , sLz. ýt arnc,1

Evaluation: Due to the ccntrol of detection equipncnt
on a high level, often times the total reaction tir.,c before one;- .LL-rt
is too long and/or insufficient information is provided to dctcrninc
what type munitions to employ.- The nor:al corriunication channcls
do not appear to be adequate to handle this typo classified and
perishable information with the onset of these devices.

Recomendations That a system of immediate readout

down to battalion level be provided so as to fully exploit this potentinI.

d. Organizations None

o. Training: None

f. Logisticss None

g. Communications: None

h. Material: None

i. Other:

(1) Observation: A unit's TOE calls for sufficient generators
to power only that equipnent authorized by the TOE.

Evaluation: Several factors, particular to the climate
and disposition of fire bases in South Vietnam, indicate a need for
:n additional power source for necessities as follows: porimotcr
lighta.refrigcration units for field messes, emergency power reserve
and troop welfare items such as fans. A commander can not afford to
owrtax and ruin his authorized generators and TOE nodificat: mns do
not lend thenselves to provide this type power.

Recouncndati,n: That ea.ch battalion be authorized a
large generator per base: a minirun of 45 kilowatts.

' LTC, FA
Corunnding

DI2hIBUTION:
2-USARPAC
3-USARV
7-1177 Arty
1-Prey GpYInfo only)
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AVFA-AT-D (31 Jan 70) 1st Ind
SUBJ3r! Operational Report of 5th Battalion, 27th Artillery, Period Encing

DA, Headquarteru, I Field Force Vietnam Artillery, APO 96350

TO CaomManding General, I Field Force Vietnam, ATTNi AVFA-GC-OT, APO 96350

Tnia headquarters has reviewed and evaluated subject Operational Report-
Lessons Learned anld ooncurBs. The following comment Is made reference p~ara-

graph 2c.

Recommend further study be conducted to determine the feasibility of
dedicating readout devices to battalion level on a selected basis to reduce
reaction time.

FOR THE COMMANDERs

WALTER J.
Lieutenant Colonel, ADA
Adjutant

cf
DA, CSFOR (2)
CO, 5th 3n, 27th Arty

• -- i . .... .. ... i "i' i i . .. . J j - i i- . . . ... i4 - - i i . . .z



AYFA-JhCHIST (30 April 70) 2d 1nd
SUBJECTi Operational Raport,--sLons laarned, )tn Bv-ttjlion, .7tn Artillery,

Period Eiding 30 April 1970, RM, C-aFA-65 (A2)

DAO Headquarters, I Field Frare Vietnam, i'c: -- F. 96350 wA" aIM;?f'i

T C: 2anding Ge-aeetli Un~ited $tatae Axmv Vietnam. AXriis A7.1a-.A.hAt
An' 96375

This biadquarters has lOvied and eva.luated subjeot Operational 'eport-
lAssons Learned and forarding indorseaoint and concurs.

FOr TH ODY%•.=s

CF•
1 - CG, I FFROEV ARTY (LInS ORUL) OPI, ABC
1 - CO, 5TH Dli, 27TH ARTY (LIESS OUIL) LAM Ml



COWE NTIAL

AVHGC-DST (30 April 70) 3d Id
SUBJ•T, Operationsl Report - Lemnm Learned 5th Battalion, 27th

Artillery, Period Ending 30 April 1970, XCS CQ'OR-65 ( /2)(U"

Headquarters, United Staten Army Vietnam, APO San Francisco 96375 1I

TO, Comn der in Chief, United States Army Pacific, ATNt GPOP-DT,
APO 96558

1. (U) This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons
Learned for the quarterly period ending 30 April 1970 from Headquarters,
5th Battalion, 27th Artillery and concurs with comments of indorsing
haadquarters.

2. (C) Comments follow,

a. (C) Reference item concerning "Access to Mechanical Detection
Devices", page 3, paragraph 2b(2), concur. It in assumed the rocommenda-
tion for mechanical detection devices refers to Surveillance, Target
Acquisition and Nioht Observation (STANO) equipment and systesm. There
are no reetrictionse on the employment of theme detection devices down to
artillery battalion level, However, due to high cost and limited
availability it is necessary that the allocation of these devices be
controlled at the division/separate brigade level. Such controls guarantee
distribution on an as needed basis and provide for an effective integrated
target acquisition system. Unit has been so advised.

b. (U) Reference item concerning "Sufficient Generators", page 4,
paragraph 2i(1)t concur. Unite do not have sufficient equipment for tho
operation of major base camps, however this equipment should be part of
the base camp TZA and not authorized on the unit's TOE. It should be
noted that base camp TDAm submitted to USARPAC/DA are beirn approved
minus PEUA equipment. This headquarters is -uare of the problems connected
with base camp TIM and is presently working on a standard type base
camp TDA which will provide necesamy equipment and personnel to perform
the essential base camp functions. "nit has been so advised.

FOR THE OOMMWADIRa

~Cy furnsI WORMV

5th Bn, 27th Arty Ciri W Stekens Jr.
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GPOP-DT (30 Aar 70) 4th Ind (1U)
SUIkJCT: Oprational Report of HQ, 5th Battalion 27th Artillery for

Period Ernding 30 April 1970, RCS CSFOR-65 (R2)

HQ, US Aruy, Pacific, APO San Fra-ncisco 96558 1 4 JUL 70

TO: Asslitant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Aruy, Washington, D. C. 20310

This headquarters concurs in subject report as indorsed,

FOR THE CO•WDER IN CHIEF:

CPT. A4c
mat AG
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HQ, UACS FOK, ZjA, W iiL.... .... -3 r!DENTIAL

Operatiornal Report - Lessons Learned, CO. 5th Battalion 27th ArtilleryI

4 096calp't've NOTES of Rew and hol.,.i. date)
i arten~aa of Lu~nlen. • in counterins.urgency operations,

C0, 5th Battalion, 27th Artillery

SREPORTY DATE 74. TOYAL. NO Or OIPA~v- 
1
7b. NO. or qtrs

30 April 1970. - -. 7 7
S.COiYNACT OR GRANT No. ORICGNATO.l'C l[UOkUkbgq($I

6. PROJECT O40

N/A 702009

C. Ob. 0TMC REPORT ,.OI) (Afty Oahe* Rs~rbff Ihot mayr besal &

*3 O6S1NSuYIJ~OM SiTYAYSMBM

It. SUPPLK.hlNY ANY NOTES I P 6PONRSOMING Ml.iTAlT ACTIVI T

N/Aj OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310

12 ABSTRACT
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